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    Mpumalanga Junior Golf

                                                       Constitution

CONSTITUTION OF THE MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF
1. NAME

The name of the foundation shall be the Mpumalanga Junior Golf.
2. HEADQUARTERS

The headquarters of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF shall be determined from time to time by the committee.

3. AFFILIATION

Members shall be affiliated to the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF provided that they are members of any affiliated Golf Club in Mpumalanga.
4. OBJECTIVES

4.1 to form a Committee, hereinafter referred to as the “Committee”;

4.2 to promote and foster interest in junior golf throughout Mpumalanga;

4.3 to encourage the playing of golf by the youth of Mpumalanga through tuition and competition, or any other means as decided by the committee;

4.4 to encourage the formation and continuation of junior sections in all golf clubs in Mpumalanga.

5. RULES OF GOLF

The MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF shall accept and be bound to the Rules of Golf as determined from time to time by the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews and upheld by the SAGA (South African Golf Association).

6. INTERPRETATION

In case of doubt as to the meaning or interpretation of any clause this constitution, the Committee’s decision shall be final and binding upon all members. Reference to the male gender shall include reference to the female gender.

7. COMMITTEE

The affairs of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF shall be managed by the Committee. The office bearers of the Committee shall be either life, Honorary or Ordinary adult members of good standing and shall consist of:

7.1 (a) a President (should have served on the Committee for at least a period of one (1) year preceding election) elected at the Annual General Meeting and will serve for a period of two (2) years.
7.1 (b) two Vice-Presidents (one from the Lowveld and one from the Highveld), a Secretary and a Treasurer will be elected at the Annual General Meeting and will serve for a period of two (2) years. Both (a) and (b) above will be referred to as the Executive Committee.
7.1 (c) no less than two (2) ordinary Committee members and not more than four (4) be elected at the Annual General Meeting, excluding President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer;
7.2  all office bearers, except for the Executive Committee, shall retire annually at the Annual  General Meeting, but can be eligible for re-election;
7.3 The President of the Committee will have the power to co-opt additional members as needed by the Committee to fulfil its duties.
8. MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE

8.1  The Committee shall meet at least once every two (2) months and may conduct its meeting as it deems to fit.
8.2  Four (4) members shall form a quorum, which include the President or his/her nominee.

8.3  At meetings each member present shall have one vote, with the President having the casting vote.

8.4  Should the President be absent from any Committee meeting, one of the Vice-Presidents will be the Chairman for that meeting. If the Vice-Presidents are also absent, those present may elect a Chairman for that meeting.

8.5  At least seven (7) days of notice of meetings shall be given to members of the Committee,

8.6 The Committee shall cause minutes of all resolutions and proceedings at meetings to be duly entered into books provided for that purpose. Such minutes signed by the President shall be prima facie evidence of their accuracy. Copies of the minutes of all meetings, as well as of the Annual General Meeting, shall be sent to the SAGA. Minutes of the AGM shall also be forwarded to the MGU.

8.7 Copies of the audited Annual Financial Statements shall be sent to the Mpumalanga Golf Union and the South African Golf Association.

9. DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE

For the furtherance of its objectives, the Committee shall:

9.1  Cause proper and true records of all revenue and expenditure to be kept. Such records shall be duly audited annually for presentation on the Annual General Meeting.

9.2  Bank and/or invest the funds of MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF into the account of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF and operate same in such manner as the Committee may from time to time direct. There shall at all times be two (2) signatures necessary to operate all bank and investment accounts. The payments via Electronic Funds Transfer will be counter signed by both signatories and be accepted the same as cheque payments.

9.3 Appoint and revoke sub-committees for any purpose and delegate them such powers as may be necessary. Such sub-committees shall comprise of at least one (1) member of the current Committee and persons other than members if deemed necessary.

9.4 Raise and receive contributions and donations of monies and goods and see to it that all monies and goods so raised and contributed are used for the sole benefit of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF.

9.5 Purchase, sell, take or lease, accept as a donation, or otherwise acquire any immovable or movable property of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF.

9.6 Donate, grant, subsidies and pay the necessary expenses of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF and its members as they relate to the promotion of its objectives.

9.7 Affect such insurances as may be deemed necessary for the protection of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF.
9.8 Nominate delegates to the Annual General Meeting of the MGU.

9.9 Be empowered to institute disciplinary action against its members as provided for in clause 21.

9.10 Appoint a Secretary and secure premises for the handling of the administration.

9.11 The President is to attend the meetings of the Mpumalanga Golf Union, which are held from time to time.

10.  MEMBERSHIP

The various classes of membership of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF shall be as follows:

10.1 Honorary

10.2 Life (an Adult person)

10.3 Ordinary ( an adult person) who is a parent/legal guardian of a junior member

10.4 Associate (golf clubs and associations)

10.5 Junior – boy or girl who 

i. Is under the age of 19 years

ii. Shall not have reached their 20th birthday on the date of or during any tournament.

11.  LIABILITY OF MEMBERS

The liability of members is limited to the amount owing by them for unpaid subscriptions and/or amounts due in terms of this constitution.

12.  ACCEPTANCE OF JUNIOR MEMBERS 

12.1 Junior members shall be approved by the Committee on a yearly basis. They shall apply in writing upon such nominated forms as the Committee shall, form time to time, subscribe
12.2 On election to membership, the member’s name and address and in case of junior members, their date of birth shall be entered into the membership register in the respective classes, whereupon the register shall be evidence of membership of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF.
13.  RELINQUISHMENT OF MEMBERSHIP

A member shall cease to be a member of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF, if:

13.1 He/she resigns from the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF in writing.

13.2 Payment of any subscription due is not effected before playing a tournament of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF.
13.3 The Committee may, upon receipt of an application in writing from a member whose membership has been relinquished in terms of this clause, reinstate such member upon terms and conditions as it may decide.

13.4 A newly elected member fails to pay all amounts due within one (1) month of his election. Such members will be deemed to have resigned from the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF. 

13.5 If a member has been found guilty of gross misconduct in terms of the Parent/Players Code of Conduct, it may be decided to request the guilty party to relinquish his membership as decided by the disciplinary committee. 
14.  SUBSCRIPTIONS, ENTRANCE FEES AND LEVIES

14.1 There is no subscription fee as long as your subs are up to date with any affiliated Golf Club in Mpumalanga.

15.  NOTICES

15.1 All notices to members shall be in writing and shall be signed by the Secretary and by any other member of the Committee. 

15.2 Notices sent by ordinary mail, e-mail or fax to the registered address of members shall constitute proper notice. 

15.3 Failure to give notice of any meeting to any member, or the non-receipt of a notice, shall not in any way invalidate such meeting or decisions taken. 

16.
  FINANCIAL YEAR

  The financial year of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF shall end on    the 31st December each year.

17.   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

17.1 The Annual General Meeting of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF shall be held no later than the 31st January of each year.

17.2 Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF shall be given to all members of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF, other than to Associate members, not less than fourteen days before the meeting. Placement of notice of the AGM on the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF official website shall constitute notice.

17.3  The President or one of the Vice-Presidents shall preside at the meeting or in their absence such person as may be elected by those members present.

17.4 Notice of any motion required to be placed on the agenda of the meeting , must be given in detail, in writing, to the President, at least seven (7) days before the meeting.

17.5 The quorum for an Annual General Meeting shall be eight (8) 

17.6 Nominations for office bearers to the Committee, duly proposed and seconded in writing, must be submitted at the Annual General Meeting.

18.   PROCEDURE AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
18.1 To confirm and adopt, with or without amendment, the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting and any Special General Meeting held during the year. 

18.2 To receive, consider and adopt the report of the President and the Financial Statements for the year.

18.3 To consider any motion, in whole or as amended, as placed on the agenda.

18.4 To elect the office bearers for the ensuring year.

18.5    To consider any matter raised by the Committee or members             as required in terms of clause 17.4 above.

19.   SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
19.1 The Committee may at any time call a Special General Meeting of the members, other than Associates and Junior members, by giving not less than seven (7) days written notice of such meeting, detailing the matters for which such meeting is called.

19.2   The Committee shall call a Special General Meeting of the members on receipt by the President of a request, signed by at least five (5) members of good standing, other than Associate or junior members, detailing the matter for which such meeting is called.

19.3    No business other than that detailed on the agenda for the Special General Meeting, shall be considered.

19.4    At all Special General Meetings, the Chairman shall be the President as elected at the Annual General Meeting.

19.5    Proper minutes of all Special General Meetings shall be caused to be kept and confirmed at the next Annual General Meeting.

20.   VOTING

Each member, other than Associate of Junior members, of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF, shall have one (1) vote at any Annual or Special General Meeting.

The President shall decide on the form which such voting shall take and shall have a casting vote in the event of an equality of votes. A simple majority carries the vote. No member shall be entitled to attend and/or at meetings unless their subscriptions fees, or levies, are paid up at the date of such meeting.

Every parent or legal guardian of a junior member shall have one (1) vote. Proxy votes will be accepted prior to the commencement of the meeting.

21. DISCIPLINARY MATTERS
If in the opinion of the Committee, any member of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF (hereinafter referred to as the “offending party”), commits any wilful breach of the constitution of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF or any rules of golf, or be guilty of improper, dishonest, unsportsmanlike or other unbecoming conduct, which in the opinion of the Committee is prejudicial to the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF, the Committee shall have the following powers:

21.1(a)
To reprimand such offending party

21.1(b)
To terminate the membership of the offending party

21.1(c) 
To suspend or deprive such offending party of all or some rights   or privileges of membership, for such time as the Committee may in its absolute discretion deem fit.

21.2(a)
At any hearing arising from this clause, the Committee shall fix the procedures to be followed. The Committee shall have the power to summons any member of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF, or any other, persons, to appear before it, for or against such offending party.

21.2(b)
The offending party shall have the right to legal or other representation at such hearings.

21.3.1 The Committee’s decision in regard to any matters arising out of this clause shall in each instance be final.

21.3.2 Within the context of this clause, the Committee shall have the power to appoint a sub committee to deal with the matter.

22. PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATION
A player must represent the province in which the club, at which he/she is handicapped, is registered, unless such province does not have a Foundation.

23. REPEAL
This constitution shall not be replaced or amended, except by a resolution passed at an Annual General Meeting of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF. A simple majority of votes is needed to carry such repeal or amendment/s.

24. DISSOLUTION
The MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF may only be dissolved at an   Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting called for this purpose, at which two thirds (2/3) of the Committee members are present and voting. If at such meeting it is resolved that the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF to be dissolved or places in liquidation, a liquidator shall be appointed at the meeting and instructions given this regard to the disposal of property of whatever nature, remaining after payment of debts and liabilities of the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF.
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    Mpumalanga Junior Golf

                               Players Code of Conduct 

PLAYERS CODE OF CONDUCT
NATIONAL

1. The Association subscribes to the requirements of the South African Sports Confederation and Olympic Committee (SASCOC)  in regard to:

(a) The National Emblem.

(b) The colours thereof and in conjunction with the SASCOC

(c) The design thereof and the wording of the sport of golf.

2. To ensure that all players chosen to represent the Republic of South Africa conform to the principles of SASCOC necessary for selection for National teams.

3.
To ensure that all persons concerned wear the National uniform with pride.

INTERNATIONAL

1. To require all persons representing South Africa outside and inside the boundaries of the country, at all times act in a gentlemanly manner and in the interests of the country as unofficial ambassadors.

2. To ensure that proper discipline is maintained at all times in accordance with National requirements.

3. All players who represent South Africa will be South African citizens.

INTERNAL

1. To promote the game of golf to the benefit of all members of the National community to the best of the Association’s ability and financial capability.

2. To administer golf in South Africa in accordance with the Rules of Golf as laid down by the international controlling body, the R&A Ltd. in regard to:

(a) The Rules

(b) The equity and conduct of all persons subject to the Association’s control in South Africa

(c) The standards of fair play, sportsmanlike conduct and the etiquette of golf are properly maintained at all times.


ATHLETES

I will:
 

· Respect the rules and play in the spirit of the game.

· Display high standards of behaviour that promote a positive image for the game.

· Respect my opponents.

· Respect the officials and their decisions.

· Be gracious in victory and defeat and remember that winning isn’t everything.

· Give my teammates positive inputs and feedback.

· Compete fairly.

· Refrain from the use of profane, insulting, harassing or otherwise offensive language or behaviour on or off the field.

· Strive to maintain a sense of self-control and dignity at all times.

· Thank officials and opposing teams after every game/match.

· Remember to maintain a sense of integrity.

· Respect the facilities/equipments.

· Do my best to try to be a true team player.

· Never advocate or condone the use of drugs or other banned performance enhancing substances or methods.

· Reject corruption, drugs, racism, violence and other dangers to the sport.

· Help others to resist corrupting pressures.

· Denounce those who attempt to discredit the sport.

· Honour those who defend the sport’s good reputation.

· I will abstain from the use of tobacco products and alcoholic beverages in public when participating in any South African Junior Golf event.
· Never provide under age participants with alcohol.

· Participate in all team testing and satisfy all team program-testing objectives. (Drug and High Performance)

· Communicate and co-operate with registered medical practitioners/testing centre in the diagnoses, treatment and management of medical problems and respect the concerns these medical people have when they are considering my future health and well being and when they are making decisions regarding my ability to continue to play or train.

· Respect other athletes and official’s cultures and beliefs.

Dress Code

The following are prohibited at MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF events:

• Earrings (Boys)

• Body piercings

• Tattoos (must be covered)

• T-Shirts, Jeans, Trainers.
The following attire is compulsory at all prize giving’s

• Boys- Navy Jacket with MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF Badge and Tie with white shirt and black shoes (Not Golf Shoes). Khaki long pants.
• Girls- Navy Jacket with MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF Badge and Tie with white shirt and black shoes (not Golf shoes). Either a skirt or long khaki pants. 

Code of Conduct violation penalties.

• Any Code of Conduct violation will result in a written letter to the player

and his or her parent/guardian

• The MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF Tournament Committee may assess any or all of the

following penalties based on severity and frequency of the violation

• One stroke penalty for each act of unsportsmanlike behavior on the

Golf Course.

• Immediate disqualification from the tournament at which the violation

occurs.

• Depending on the severity of the violation a tournament disqualification

may also result in disqualification from the next event(s) for which a

player has been accepted.

• The MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF reserves the right to suspend or revoke a player’s

membership for a major breach of the SAGA Code of Conduct.

• Violation of the SAGA Code of Conduct may affect a player’s eligibility

for invitational and overseas honors.

• All severe violation of this code of conduct will be reported by letter to

the players’ school, Golf Club, Union and in serious breaches the

South African Golf Association.

Grading of offences

The SAGA has classified the number of offences into 3 categories:

Category A Offence:

• Physically attacks or abuses, in any way, at another player, an official or

any other person during a competition.

• Verbally threatens another player or official during a competition.

• Racially abuses another player or official during a competition.

• Deliberately damages the facilities, including the course and the

clubhouse, of the competition Golf course.

• Wrongfully removes or damages property belonging to another player,

an official or the competition Golf Club.

• Deliberately breaks a Rule or Rule of Golf.

• Deliberately returns a false score card.

• During a competition deliberately seeks to manipulate his / her

handicap.

• Behaves in a manner detrimental to the good name and reputation of

the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF.

• Brings the game of Golf into disrepute.

Category B Offences:

• Throws or deliberately or in anger breaks Golf equipment (including

Golf balls) during a competition.

• Uses abusive or profane language towards another player, an official

or person during a competition.

• Utters audible obscenities during a competition.

• Consumes alcohol or a prohibited substance, smokes during the

course of any round, in the club house or at any of the host facilities.

• Behaves in a manner detrimental to the performance of other

players.
Category C Offences:

A player is guilty of a category C offence if the player:

In relation to a competition, publicly criticizes:

• The competition Golf Course

• The Competition itself

• The sponsors of the competition

• Any official supervising or organizing the competition during the

competition.

• Fails to comply with the Rules of Golf (including Section 1-Etiquette) as

amended by local rules in force at any competition, or fails to comply

with any other rules, by-laws, directions or instructions, including dress

regulations, as specified by the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF or the tournament committee for

that competition or any other duly authorized official.

• Misses a Tee time or withdraws from a competition before the

completion of that competition without providing good reason in writing

for doing so.

• Fails, without good reason to attend the prize giving presentation at the

completion of a competition where the player is in the case of a Stroke

play event the Winner or Runner-Up or in the case of a Matchplay

event a Finalist or Semi-Finalist.
Penalties
In the event that a player is found guilty of a Category A offence any of the

following penalties may be imposed:

• Disqualify the player from the competition.

• A severe reprimand

• A recommendation to the players’ home club that the players’

membership be suspended for a set period of time.

• Withdrawal of the players handicap

• Removal from the National stroke averages.

• A report submitted to SAGA

• Such other penalties as determined from time to time.
In the event that a player is found guilty of a Category B offence any of the

following penalties may be imposed:

• Disqualify the player from the competition.

• A severe reprimand

• Removal from the National stroke averages

• Such other penalties as determined from time to time
In the event that a player is found guilty of a Category C offence any of the

following penalties may be imposed:

• Disqualify the player from the competition.

• A severe reprimand

• A letter to be written to the players’ parent/guardians/Golf club.

• Such other penalties as determined from time to time.

Play Golf – The game of a lifetime....
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    Mpumalanga Junior Golf

                   Parents Code of Conduct 

PARENTS CODE OF CONDUCT
South African Junior Golf takes great pride in the quality of its players, host Club facilities and community involvement at each tournament.

In order to make South African Junior Golf tournaments enjoyable for everyone South African Junior Golf requires all members and parents to adhere to a set of guidelines known as a “Code of Conduct”. The Code of Conduct is to be followed throughout the entire duration of the Tournament.

What South African Junior Golf expects from Parents:

· Encourage your child to write thank you notes to those people who contributed to the respective event.

· Remain at a distance of not less than 30m from all players.

·  Parents are not allowed to give any advice by verbal, signs or any other form of communication between 9 holes of a tournament. “Advice is any council or suggestion which could influence a player determining his play, the choice of club or the method of making a stroke.”

· Allow the South African Junior Golf Rules officials to administer rulings. You will be brought into the situation ONLY if the Rules official asks you for clarification of a situation only.

· When on the Golf Course all Mobile phones and pagers to be turned off or else set to “silent mode”.

· Adhere South African Junior Golf and host clubs dress regulations. Many courses do not allow Jeans, T-Shirts, and Slip Slops etc. 

· Respect the rights, dignity and worth of others.

· Remember that your child participates in sport for their own enjoyment, not yours.

· Focus on your child’s efforts and performance rather than winning or losing.

· Never ridicule or shout at your child and other children for making a mistake or losing a competition.

· Show appreciation for good performance and skillful play by all players (including opposing players).

· Demonstrate a high degree of individual responsibility especially when dealing with or in the vicinity of persons under 19 years of age, as your words and actions are an example.

· Respect the official’s decisions and teach children to do likewise.

· Do not physically or verbally abuse or harass anyone associated with the sport (player, coach, manager, rules officials and so on).

· Be a positive role model.

· Respect the rights of every young person regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion.

· Understand the repercussions if you breach, or are aware of any breaches of this code of behavior.

· South African Junior Golf officials may assess a penalty based on the severity of the violation. If a serious breach has occurred, the player could be disqualified or penalty strokes may apply. The parent may be asked to leave the course and may not be permitted to attend another South African Junior Golf event.

South African Junior Golf Spectator guidelines:

In Golf customs of etiquette and decorum are just as important as Rules governing play. It is appropriate for Parents and Spectators to applaud successful strokes, but in order to secure the spirit of the Game, we ask parents and spectators to please adhere to the following guidelines.

· “Advice is any council or suggestion which could influence a player determining his play, the choice of club or the method of making a stroke.”

· Keeping the above statement in mind, please keep your conversation with the players to words of encouragement as long as advice is not given.

· All spectators attend South African Junior Golf events at their own risk.

· South African Junior Golf does not allow spectators or parents to use carts unless they have a registered disabled person’s card. (Doctors certificates not acceptable).

· All players, parents and spectators are not permitted to ride on the back of a Golf cart at any time during South African Junior Golf events.

· Spectators and parents are allowed to assist in the search for lost balls.

· Where possible, spectators and parents should stay on the cart paths. In the absence of car paths, we ask that they stay in the rough. Please stay off Fairways, Tees and Greens.

· Spectators and parents may not give rulings. Please seek a South African Junior Golf Rules official if the need arises.

· Spectators and parents are allowed to carry medicine, cool drinks, food etc.

· For your own personal safety we ask you exercise caution at all times.

· When inclement weather moves into the area, South African Junior Golf will suspend play by sounding sirens or air horns. Accordingly you must seek shelter immediately. South African Junior Golf will evacuate players from the course first.

· South African Junior Golf officials may assess a penalty based on the severity of the violation. If a serious breach has occurred, the spectator or parent may be asked to leave the course or in cases of serious breach the spectator or parent may not be permitted to attend another South African Junior Golf event.

· South African Junior Golf will discuss the spectator and parent guidelines at each tournament’s players meeting.

· As legal guardian of ____________________, I agree to abide by all rules and conditions as set out in the South African Junior Golf - Players and Parents Code of Conduct.   The signature below confirms that we have read, accept and will abide by the rules as stipulated in the Code of Conduct.

Play Golf – The game of a lifetime....
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                 Mpumalanga Junior Golf

                                                   Selection Criteria Document

STROKE AVERAGES, ORDER OF MERIT AND TEAM SELECTION RULES

1. PURPOSE

The  purpose  of  the  rules  for  stroke  averages,  order  of  merit  and  team  selection  (the  rules)  is  to  ensure  a  consistent  and  fair  approach  towards  measuring  performance  and  team  selection  as  well  as  the  development  of  players.

2. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

In  order  to  serve  this  purpose,  the  rules  should  meet  the  following  objectives:

a)To  provide  a  clearly  defined  system  for  calculating  stroke  averages  and  an  order  of  merit  system
b)To  provide  a  clearly  defined  processes  for  selection  of  teams  (u’12,  u’14,  u’16,  u’19  and  inter  provincial  teams).
c)To  maximize  participation  of  junior  golfers  in  divisional  as  well  as  national   and  international  events.
d)To  pro-actively  identify  and  provide  development  opportunities  for  talented  junior  golfers.

3. CALCULATION OF STROKE AVERAGES

Stroke  play  medal  tournament  scores  that  will  be  taken  into  consideration  for  MP  divisional  stoke  averages:

a)All  MP  divisional  stroke  play  medal  format  tournament  rounds  played  over  at  least  18  holes, but preferably 36.   In  tournaments  played  over more  than  1  round  of  18  holes,  all  completed  rounds  will  be  taken  into  consideration  provided  that  all  the  players  participating  in the  tournament  completed  a  particular  round.

b) Completed rounds played  in  Invitational  tournaments  where  players  represent  their province at a higher level  and  these  tournaments  co-inside  with  domestic  tournaments, the  same  number  of  rounds  that  were  missed  from  the  domestic  schedule  will  count  from  these  tournament.(This is attendance purposes only.)

In  calculating  the  MP  stroke  averages,  the  following  process  is  followed:

c)All  valid  scores  according  to  clauses 3 (a) above  are  taken  into  consideration.

d)A  player  must  have  a  credit  of  at  least  6  valid  scores  in  any  OOM  cycle  to  his  name,  in  order  to  obtain  an  official  stroke  average  and  position  on  the  MP  OOM.

e)A  MP  OOM  cycle  is  calculated  over  a  moving  total  of  the maximum number of rounds available within that cycle.


f)Should  a  player  have  more  than  12  valid  scores  credited  to  his  name  in  any  cycle,  the  average  of  the  12  best  scores  against  his / her  name  will  be  used  to  calculate  the  stroke average,  this  will  encourage  players  to  play  in  as  many  tournaments  as  possible.


g)All  scores  played  on  courses  with  a  par  higher  or  lower  than  72  will  be  adjusted  according  to  par  72.   Should special circumstances i.e.  courses  under  construction  affect  the  course  rating,  the  Executive  committee  can  decide  on  an  appropriate  adjustment  in  order  to  ensure  a  fair  basis  for  comparison.

4. MP ORDER OF MERIT

The  order  of  merit  will  be  determined  strictly  according  to  stroke  average  rules  described  in  point  3. 

For  the  purpose  of  team  selection,  the  following  categories  of  the  MP  OOM  will  be  maintained:

Overall Order of Merit.

a) U 19 order of Merit.
b) U 16 order of Merit.
c) U 14 order of Merit.
d) U 12 order of Merit.
e)Girls

The  different  categories  of  the  Order  of  Merit  system  will   be  utilized  as  a  basis  for  team  selection.

5. TEAM SELECTION

The  Order  of  Merit  system  will  form  the  basis  of  all  team  selection  processes.   The  following  processes  of  team  selection  will  be  followed  for  the  4  different  categories  of  teams  selected  to  represent  Mpumalanga:

5.1 Triangular  and  Quadrangular  Tournaments,  as  well  as  other  tournaments  with  limited  inter provincial  representation:

a) In order for a player to be considered for a team, he/she must have participated in at least 60% of the available tournaments in the past 12 month cycle.



b)For  Triangular  and  Quadrangular  inter  provincial  tournaments,  all  players,  less  1  of  the  total  number  of  players  in  the  team  (t -1)  are  selected  purely  according  to  the  best  available  players  on  the  u 12,  u 14,  u 16  and  u 19  orders  of  merit  respectively,  by  the  Selection  sub-committee.

c)The  President,  in  conjunction  with  the  Selection  sub-committee,  can  exercise  their  discretion  to  select  the  last  member  of  the  team.   This  player  may,  or  may  not,  be  the  next  player  on  the  Order  of  Merit.   In  exercising  his  discretion,  The  President  will take  the  factors  mentioned  in  paragraph  6  into  consideration.

d)The  Convener  of  the  Selection  sub-committee  will inform  all  players  selected  for  these  teams  telephonically  at  least  one  week  before  the  tournament  of  their  selection  and  confirm  their  availability.   Should  the  Convener  fail  to  do  so  and  not  be  able  to  convince  the  committee  that  valid  reasons  prevented  him  from  doing  so,  the  committee  may  decide  to  relieve  the  Convener  of  his  duties.   The  Convener  may  however,  in  the  case  where  Team  Managers  have  been  appointed,  delegate  this  responsibility  to  Team  Managers,  who  will  be  subject  to  the  same  recourse  when  failing  to  fulfil  their  duties.

e)In  the  event  of  the  non-availability  of  any  selected  team  member,  the  vacancy  will be  automatically  filled  by  the  next  available  player  on  the  MP  OOM  for  the  particular  age  group.



f)Any  selected  team  member  failing  to  confirm  his / her  selection  within  24  hours  of  notification,  will  automatically  forfeit  his / her  place  and  will  be  replaced  by  the  next  available  player  on  the  applicable  MP  OOM.

5.2 National Inter provincial Team:

The  team  for  the  annual  National  Inter  provincial  tournament  will be  selected  according  to  the  following  process:

NB! In order for a player to be considered for a team, he/she must have participated in at least 60% of the available tournaments in the designated cycle.

Exemptions: The  following  players  will  be  selected  automatically  and  are  exempted  from  trials:

a)All  players  that  occupy  the  top  6  position, and ties, on  the  MP IPT OOM  at  the  end  of  the  designated cycle.

The  trial  squad: Players  will  be  selected  for  the  squad  to  play  match  play  trials,  in  order  to  select  the remaining  team  members:

b) Players occupying position 7 – 10 on the MP IPT OOM will qualify for the trial squad. The  President  in  conjunction  with  the  Selection  sub-committee  has  the  discretion  to  add  a  further  2  players  to  the  trial  squad.   In  selecting  these  additional  players  for  the  squad  the  President  should  take  into  consideration  the  factors  mentioned  in  par. 6  of  this  document.

c)All  non-exempted  players  will  play  in  a  double  round  of  match  play  trials  against  one  another  (i.e.  Each player will play twice against each other player).   Selection  based  on  trials  will  be  determined  by  the  percentage  wins  achieved  in  all  trial  matches  against  one  another.

d)In  the  event  of  any  draws  in  percentage  wins  after  any  round  of  trials,  the  player  with  the  higher  MP IPT OOM  ranking  will  have  the  advantage.

e) The Committee can amend the nature of the trail squad selection process and/or the format of the match play trials if deemed necessary.




General:

The  selection  and  announcement  of  exemption  selections  and  the  trial  squad  will  take  place  within  2  weeks  after  the  final  tournament  of  the  designated cycle.
Should  the  Selection  sub-committee  fail  to  meet  this  obligation,  it  will  automatically  be  relieved  of  this  duty  and  a  full  Executive  Committee  meeting  will take  place  within  3  days  after  the  original  1  week  expired,  in  order  to  finalize  the  squad  selection.

If  this  fails  to  materialize,  the  top  8  players on  the  IPT OOM  will  automatically  be  selected  for  the  Inter-provincial  team. The  9th  player  on  the  IPT OOM  will  in  such  an  event,  be  the  reserve  for  the  team.

A  player’s  meeting  will  take  place  within  3  weeks  after  the  last  tournament  of  the  designated cycle  in  order  to  make  arrangements  for  the  match  play  trials.   The  official  announcement  of  the  team  will  take  place  during  the  annual  fund  raising  event  for  the  inter  provincial  team.

g)The  team  selected  on  this  basis  will  consist  of  8  players  with  the  9th  player  as  a  reserve.

h)The  Executive  committee  may  at  any  time  decide  to  eliminate  any  player  from  the  Inter  Provincial  team  who  fails  to  show  an  adequate  level  of  commitment  towards  MP   divisional  events,  including  preparations  for  the  Inter  Provincial  tournament.

5.3 Selection of players for National Stroke Average OOM tournaments:

Selection  of  players  to  represent  MP  in  any  tournament  that  counts  for  the  NSA  OOM,  will  be  done  according  to  the  following  order  of  preference:


a)In order for a player to be considered for a team, he/she must have participated in at least 60% of the available tournaments in the past 12 month cycle.


b)All players with national exemption for the NSA OOM tournament.

c)All  players  with  a  top  50 position  on  the  NSA  OOM  in  order  of  ranking.

d)The  next 3  available  players,  excluding  players  included  in  5.3 (a)  and 5.3  (b),  on  the  MP  overall  OOM  in  order  of  ranking.

e) Consideration will thereafter be given to one player from other MP OOM categories, excluding the overall and u19 OOM, in order of ranking (i.e. u 16, u 14, u 12 groups).

f)One  player  selected  by  the  President  in  conjunction  with  the  Selection  sub-committee.

g)All  other  players  to  be  selected  strictly  according  to  the  MP  SA   overall  OOM  until  the  allocated  number  of  spots  are  filled.


5.4 Selection of players for invitational tournaments i.e.  Junior Jock:

a)Selection  of  players  for  invitational  tournaments  such  as  the  Junior  Jock,  are  done  with  the  emphases  on  development  of  players  with  high  potential,  that  may  in  the  future  represent  MP  in  the  inter  provincial  tournament.

b)Although  the  various  orders  of  merit  categories  will  serve  as  a  guide  line  for  such  selections,  the  Selection  sub-committee  may  use  its  discretion  to  deviate  from  this  system  in  order  to  focus  on  development.
5.5 National Tournaments (i.e. SA Boy's U19, U/16, U/14, U/12, etc.)

 

a) In order for a player to be considered for selection, he/she must have participated in at least 60% of the available domestic tournaments in the past 12 month cycle.


b)For all National tournaments (i.e. SA Boy's U/19, U/16, U/14, U12s, etc.) all  players according to the  total  number  of allocated places, are selected  purely  according  to  the  best  available  players  on  the  u 12,  u 14,  u 16  and  u 19  orders  of  merit  respectively,  by  the  Selection  sub-committee.

 

c)The  President,  in  conjunction  with  the  Selection  sub-committee,  can  exercise  their  discretion  to  select  an additional member/members if the tournament convenor allows additional entries. This  player  may,  or  may  not,  be  the  next  player  on  the  Order  of  Merit.   In  exercising  his  discretion,  The  President  will take  the  factors  mentioned  in  paragraph  6  into  consideration.


General:

Should  any  players’  parents  serve  on  a  selection  sub-committee  where  his/her  child  is  under  consideration  for  selection,  such  sub-committee  member  would excuse  him/herself  from  all  matters  pertaining  to  that  player’s  selection  for  such  a  team.


6. PRESIDENTIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR SELECTING PLAYERS BASED ON DISCRETION

When  selecting  players  for  squads  and  teams  based  on  discretion,  according  to  the  rules  above,  the  President  will  take  the  following  factors  into  consideration:

a)Experience  and  performance  in  previous  tournaments  of  a  similar  nature.

b)Loyalty  and  availability  to  represent  MP  in  any  previous  tournaments  selected  for.

c)Track  record  in  triangular / Quadrangular  and  inter  provincial  tournaments,  especially  in  tournaments  with  a  similar  format  (i.e.  match-play or stroke play).

d)Dedication  and  level  of  participation  in  MP  divisional  tournaments  and  activities  (e.g.  attendance  of  prize  giving,  support  with  fund  raisers,  participation  in  tournaments  not  counting  for  stroke  averages  etc.)

e) On-course and off-course behaviour.

f) Disciplinary record.

g) Compassionate reasons (i.e.  illness)  preventing  a  player  from  qualifying  for  a  position  on  the  OOM.

h)Any  other  factors  that  the  President  may  deem  to  be  relevant.


7. APPROVAL, REVISION AND EFFECTIVE DATES

Approval  and  revision  of  these  rules  will  take  place  according  to  the  following  process:

a)Rules  and  proposed  amendments  to  these  rules  are  submitted  to  the   committee.
b)The  Selection committee evaluates  rules  and  proposed  amendments  and  submits  recommendations  to  the    Committee.

c) The committee approves Rules / amendments and circulates to all members.

d)All  rule  changes  will  be  effective  from  date  of  approval  by  the    committee  and  will be  phased  in  on  a  no-penalty  basis.   This  means  that  no  player  will  forfeit  any  advantage  under  a  current  set  of  rules  until  the  new  rules / amendments  have  been  phased  in  over  the  following  cycle  (i.e. next  16 rounds). 
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    Mpumalanga Junior Golf

                  Awards Policy Document

Mpumalanga Colours

1. Full Colours
A player will be awarded full provincial colours if he, during a calendar year, represents his province at any three Quadrangular tournaments, as well as participates in a SA individual strokeplay tournament.

2. Half Colours
A player will be awarded half provincial colours if he, during a calendar year, represents his province at any three Quadrangular tournaments.

3. Honours
A player will be awarded his provincial honours if he represents his province at the U/19 Inter-provincial tournament or achieves Junior Springbok status

Mpumalanga attendance badges

1. Gold attendance badge

A player will be awarded a Gold attendance badge if he participates in 100% of the foundation’s Junior Open tournaments during a calendar year.

2. Silver attendance badge
A player will be awarded a Silver attendance badge if he participates in 80% - 99% of the foundation’s Junior Open tournaments during a calendar year.

3. Bronze attendance badge
A player will be awarded a Bronze attendance badge if he participates in 50% - 79% of the foundation’s Junior Open tournaments during a calendar year.

Mpumalanga “Top player of the year” award

The “Top player of the year” award will be awarded to the player who at the end of a calendar year has accumulated the most points on the overall “Ryder Cup” points system.

Mpumalanga A, B and C division “player of the year” award

The divisional “player of the year” award will be awarded to the player who at the end of a calendar year has accumulated the most points from the MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF tournaments in terms of the “Ryder Cup” points system. The division in which the player qualifies will be the division in which he accumulates the most points during the year.
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                 Tournament Rules and Conditions

1. Entry and Entry fees

The Tournament entry form must be completed and returned at the latest by the Wednesday preceding the tournament. The entry form will be available on our official website two weeks prior to the tournament. This is to ensure that all the logistical requirements of the tournament have been met.

2. Rules

a) Tournaments of the Division are played under the Rules of Golf as approved by the Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews, and the Household and Tournament Rules of the Mpumalanga Division.

b) The Tournament Committee is the sole arbitrator on the interpretation of the Rules and the decision(s) of the Committee will be final.
3. Format

The format of all tournaments will be as follows:

a) A division (handicaps 9 and better), will compete in a Strokeplay (medal) format over 36 holes. Prizes will be awarded on a Gross as well as a Nett basis and the number and amount of prizes will be determined by the committee at each tournament. 

b) B division (handicaps 10 -18), will compete in a Strokeplay (medal) format over 36 holes when played on a 18 hole golf course. If played on a 9 hole golf course the tournament will be played over 18 holes. Prizes will be awarded on a Gross as well as a Net basis and the number and amount of prizes will be determined by the committee at each tournament. 

c) C division (handicaps 19 – 30 maximum) will compete on an Individual Stableford points basis over 18 holes. The number and amount of prizes will be determined by the committee at each tournament.
d) C Division players, who are under 12 years of age, and are handicapped off the ladies tees, may compete in tournaments using the ladies tees. However, please note these players will not be considered for any Provincial teams in other age groups.
4. Count outs

In the event of a tied winning gross score in division A and/or B, the winner will be determined by a three hole playoff. In the event of a tied result after the three hole playoff, the winner will then be decided by way of a sudden death playoff.

In the event of any other tied gross score positions, the last 18 hole gross score determines the winner. If the last 18 hole gross scores are even then the back nine (holes 10-18) gross score determines the winner. If the back nine scores are equal the count out is then determined by the player with the lowest gross score on individual holes beginning with stroke index 1.

In a case of a tie in the C division the stableford score on the odd or even holes (determined by the date) are added and the player with the most points wins the count out. If the scores remain tied the total back 9 (holes 10-18) stableford score will determine the winner. If the scores still remain tied the player with the lowest handicap wins the count out. If the handicaps are equal the count out is then determined by the player with the most stableford points on individual holes beginning with stroke index 1.

5. DRESS CODE
BOYS 

· Recognized golf shoes with soft spikes

· Tailored long trousers or

· Tailored golf shorts and sport socks (white only)

· Recognized golf shirt or polo neck (Incl. ‘mock’ golf shirts)

· Shirt with collar and sleeves

· Shirt tucked into shorts/trousers

· Golf hats with peak to the front

NOT PERMITTED

· Metal spikes or running shoes

· Sleeveless or collarless shirts or t-shirts

· Denim shorts, denim trousers, running shorts, rugby shorts, draw-   string trousers or draw-string shorts, cargo pants

· Tracksuits

· Rugby shirts

GIRLS

· Recognized golf shoes with soft spikes

· Tailored skirt or trousers

· Golf shorts

· Recognized golf shirt or polo necks

NOT PERMITTED

· Metal spikes or running shoes

· Denim shorts, denim trousers, running shorts, athletic shorts, draw-string trousers, draw-string short

· Tracksuits

· Sun tops

6. ETTIQUETTE
a) No one should move, talk or stand close to or directly behind the ball or the hole when a Player is addressing the ball or making a stroke.

b) The player who has the honor should be allowed to play before his opponent or fellow-competitor tees his ball.

c) No player should play until the players in front are out of range.

d) In the interest of all, players should play without delay.

e) Before leaving a bunker, a player should carefully rake over all holes and footprints made by him.

f) Through the green, a player should ensure that any turf cut or displaced by him is repaired in the proper manner as required by the particular golf course.

g) Players should ensure that, when putting down bags or the flagstick, no damage is done to the putting green, and that no damage is done to the hole by standing close to the hole, in handling the flagstick or in removing the ball from the hole. The flagstick should be properly replaced in the hole before the players leave the putting green.

h) When the play of the hole has been completed, players should immediately leave the putting green.

i) All scores are to be recorded before tee-off on the next hole.

7. ENTRIES

a)   Entries for tournaments are only accepted on receipt of an Entry Form or via the website and preferably accompanied by the entry fee(s) or proof of payment.  No oral entries (personal or by telephone) shall be accepted.
b)   Entries close at 18h00 on the Thursday before the tournament.

c)   The draw will be published on the website before 12h00 on the Friday prior to the tournament.

d)   Late entries and/or surprise arrivals, not complying with the requirement set out above, shall only be accepted if there are vacancies in the field, or if the entrant is prepared to be placed on stand-by. Late entries will be penalised with a R50,00 late entry fee.

e)   Entrants will be liable for payment of the full entry fee if the entrant does not show up at tournament.

8. GENERAL
a) Start of play: 06h45 for all tournaments unless otherwise advised. Players must report to the registration table 30 minutes before the 1st tee-off time on the day of play irrespective of their own tee-off time. Players must report to their tee box at least 10 minutes prior to their tee-off time.

b) No outside caddies are allowed without the prior consent of the host Golf Club.
c) Parents are only allowed to caddy for players in the C Division (and will serve only as a caddie).
d) All scores are to be submitted to Handicap system within a period of 72 hours after completion of the tournament. If a member fails to submit his scores, the committee reserves the right to advise the member’s home club who then will submit a penalty score
e) Remember: ALWAYS ENJOY YOUR GAME.
9. PRIZE GIVING
Prize giving is compulsory. The following attire is compulsory for all A & B division members at all prize giving’s

• Boys- Navy Jacket with MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF Badge and Tie with white shirt and black shoes(Not Golf Shoes). Khaki long pants, with black belt.

• Girls- Navy Jacket with MPUMALANGA JUNIOR GOLF Badge and Tie with white shirt and black shoes(Not Golf shoes). Either a skirt or long khaki pants. 

C-Division members must dress in a white shirt and black pants (with SAJGF tie) for the gentlemen and a white shirt/blouse and black skirt for the ladies. 
